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the preparatory portion of the dream analysis, or at any rate
a most important part of it. We gain through this the so-
called context of the dream-image which reveals to us all the
manifold connexions of the dream with the conscious content,
and shows us how the dream is interwoven in the most
intimate way with all the tendencies of the personality.
When we have illuminated all sides of the dream in this
way, we can then enter upon the second part of our task,
namely, the interpretation of the material before us. Here
as everywhere in science, we must divest ourselves as far as
possible of prejudices. We must let the material speak.
In very many cases the first glance at the dream and the
assembled material suffices to give us, at least, an intuition
of the meaning of the dream. In such cases it requires no
special effort of thought for us to master the sense of the
dream, but in other cases considerable labour, and the
assistance of scientific experience is necessary to enable us
to decipher it. Unfortunately it is impossible in this lecture
to enter upon the extraordinarily far-reaching question of
dream-symbolism, Massive works have already been written
on the subject. In practice we cannot do without the
experience stored up within these books, although, as has been
.said, there are many cases in which good common sense
suffices.
In order to illustrate the above I will give you a brief,
practical example of a dream together with its meaning.
The dreamer was an academically educated man of about
fifty years of age. I knew him rather slightly, and our
occasional conversations consisted mostly of humorous
gibes on his part at the ' game' of dream interpretation.
.'On one of these occasional meetings, he asked me laughingly,
if I were still interpreting dreams. I explained to him that
he had obviously a very mistaken idea about the nature of'
dreams. To this he replied that he had just had a dream
which I must interpret for him. I promised I would, and he
told me the following dream;—

